[A case of unresectable advanced cancer of the gall bladder successfully treated by arterial infusion therapy with cisplatin].
A 70-year-old male was admitted for obstructive jaundice. He was diagnosed as an unresectable advanced cancer of the gall bladder that was stage IV associated with direct extension of the liver (Hinf3) and the bile duct (Binf3), and with enlargement of paraaortic lymph node (N4(+)) by image analyses. Intraarterial infusion therapy with cisplatin (CDDP, 50 mg) was started through the common hepatic artery. Since the primary tumor and the enlarged paraaortic lymph node shrank markedly and the bile duct was completely obstructed, additional arterial infusion with CDDP (50 mg) was made. CT examination thereafter revealed that the paraaortic lymph node enlargement disappeared although thickening of the gall bladder wall still remained. Therefore this case was considered as a complete response (CR). Then, a reservoir for hepatic arterial infusion was implanted and CDDP (a total of 230 mg) was repeatedly infused 5 times. CT scanning images taken 7 months after the start of the treatment showed neither primary tumor nor enlargement of paraaortic lymph node. An extensive cholecystectomy was performed. Histopathological examination revealed signet-ring cell carcinoma located in all layers of the gall bladder. Factors indicating clinicopathological stage were se, hinf1, vs0, bw1, hw0 and ew2 (according to the General Rules for Surgical and Pathological Studies on Cancer of Bile duct).